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Council  Offices, 
7  Station  Road, 
NEWPORT  PAGNELL. 

May,  1973 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Newport  Pagnell. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1972. 

This,  the  penultimate  annual  report  to  be  presented  to  the  Council, 
contains  some  basic  facts  and  figures  required  by  statute  to  indicate 
the  health  of  the  community,  with  a  commentary  to  suggest  some  of  the 
areas  where  problems  occur  and  improvements  are  necessary.  The  figures 
themselves  suggest  nothing  startling,  and  the  general  health  is  well  up 
to  national  standards.  The  figures  which  we  have  to  record  are  not  good 
indicators  of  the  true  level  of  health  in  the  community;  we  do  not  have 
an  accurate  measurement  of  conditions  which  cause  a  great  deal  of  poor 
health  (for  example  -  arthritis  and  bronchitis).  I  hope  that  when  the 
health  service  is  reorganised  one  of  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  will 
be  more  accurate  and  useful  epidemiology. 

Communicable  Diseases: 

The  pattern  of  infectious  diseases  continues  to  show  the  decline  in 
numbers  and  varieties  that  has  occurred  over  previous  years.  During  the 
weeks  prior  to  Christmas  an  influenza  epidemic  was  building  up,  and  this 
started  to  decline  during  the  second  week  of  January.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  once  again  the  absence  of  any  food  poisoning  outbreak,  though 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  occasional  isolated  incidents  have  occurred. 

Family  Planning: 

My  plea  in  last  year's  annual  report  for  family  planning  to  become  part 
of  the  National  Health  Service,  is  now  bearing  fruit,  and  in  the  coming 
year  it  is  anticipated  that  a  comprehensive  service  will  be  offered  by 
the  County  Council.  Expansion  of  existing  services  will  be  possible 
thereafter. 

Drug  Abuse: 

There  appears  to  be  no  problem  of  hard  drug  addiction  in  the  area  at 
present.  However,  the  use  of  soft  drugs  -  in  particular  cannabis- 
appears  to  be  not  uncommon  in  certain  groups.  Individuals  who  have 
close  contact  with  the  young  meet  at  regular  intervals  to  inform 
themselves  of  the  current  picture,  and  discuss  ways  and  means  to  combat 
drug  abuse.  Many  youths  and  young  adults  take  these  drugs  by  way  of 
experiment  and  fortunately  do  not  persist  with  their  use  for  long.  We 
must  view  with  apprehension  increased  acceptance  of  the  view  that  cannabis 
is  a  substance  that  should  be  available  to  all.  People  -  especially 
adolescents  -  who  find  the  need  to  take  these  drugs  (for  no  medical 
reason)  require  a  better  relationship  with  their  parents  or  close  friends, 
and  guidance  and  moral  support  during  periods  of  crises.  It  is  sad 
(but  incredibly  true)  that  many  parents  never  hold  conversations  with 
their  children,  for  example.  Others  might  need  to  examine  their  way  of 
life  to  try  and  reason  why  they  are  unable  to  gain  sufficient  satisfaction 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  to  turn  to  chemical  substances  to 
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create  a  distorted  picture  of  themselves  and  the  world.  The  real 
tragedy  lies  in  the  fact  that  greater  affluence  does  not  improve  the 
outlook.  As  long  as  we  assume  that  the  answer  to  our  frustrations,  or 
stresses  in  marriage  and  work,  is  to  be  found  in  the  latest  pill  for 
headaches,  indigestion,  insomnia  or  whatever,  so  will  our  children  grow 
up  to  think  likewise.  Our  attitude  to  the  common  and  legally  available 
drugs  is  too  casual  and  children  notice  this. 

Health  Education: 

The  growing  interest  in  this  subject  shon  by  schools  continues  to  demand 
more  help  from  the  Health  Education  section  and  during  1972  it  took  part 
in  the  planning  and  presentation  of  courses  in  addition  to  supplying 
information  and  visual  aid  material  t*  a  number  of  Secondary  and  Junior 
Schools.  There  is  also  a  growing  need  for  material  to  be  demonstrated 
to  interested  teachers  and  in  July  1972  the  section  was  asked  to  contribute 
visual  aids  for  a  course  held  in  North  Bucks. 

Youth  Clubs  have  also  asked  for  help  with  organising  evening  discussion 
groups  on  health  topics  and  in  co-operation  with  youth  leaders  and  the 
Social  Services  Department  sessions  have  been  held  at  Youth  Centres.  The 
problems  of  obesity  have  been  tackled  by  visits  to  a  variety  of  clubs, 
Womens  Institutes,  Mothers  Clubs  etc. 

The  Future: 

So:  much  work  nowadays  does  not  provide  satisfaction;  staff  cannot 
therefore  function  at  a  optimum  level  and  the  quality  of  work  is  not 
high.  Despite  some  frustrations,  the  philosophy  of  the  health  department 
has  been,  in  the  recent  past  at  least,  to  work  with  the  public  and  to 
ensure  that  everyone  is  satisfied  that  every  thing  that  needs  to  be  done, 
or  can  be  done,  has  been  done  properly.  We  have  always  tried  to  avoid  the 
impression  that  we  are  'watch-dogs'  anxious  to  pounce  whenever  someone 
slips  up.  A  superior  service  is  provided  when  we  look  upon  our  task  as 
advisors  and  educators.  The  'inspection'  part  of  the  job  is  done  with 
this  in  mind  and  not  with  a  'snoopers'  attitude.  Recourse  to  the  weight 
of  law  is  rare  and  this  is  a  measure  of  success  in  this  type  of  approach 
to  achieve  co-operation. 

While  many  commercial  organisations  require  some  of  their  key  individuals 
to  adopt  an  aggressive  attitude,  it  is  a  characteristic  that  should  be 
required  rarely  in  public  health  work.  The  job  nevertheless  demands  a 
personality  strong  enough  to  cope  with  aggressive  attitudes  from  others, 
and  in  sympathy  with  those  with  difficult  problems. 

In  the  personal  health  field  the  position  looks  far  from  satisfactory. 

Two  points  especially  are  worth  serious  consideration.  While  we  will  not 
know  the  definition  of  the  health  district  until  the  autumn  or  winter, 
there  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  this  will  be  based  on  Aylesbury  to 
cover  north  and  mid  Bucks.  In  other  words,  the  "smallest  population  for 
which  comprehensive  health  care  can  be  planned,  organised  and  provided" 
might  include  places  as  far  apart  as  Long  Crendon  and  Edlesborough  in  the 
South  tb  Lavendon  and  Turweston  in  the  North.  This,  despite  the  fact 
that  planning  arrangements  followed  for  the  past  few  years  in  the  north 
have  been  similar  to  the  proposals  in  the  new  N.H.S.  Bill.  Unless  a 
district  is  formed  corresponding  roughly  to  the  No.  1  Local  Government 
District,  the  expertise,  experience  and  forward  planning  already  used  and 
carried  out  by  many  people  from  diverse  disciplines  will  be  dissipated. 

This  is  of  significance  in  relation  to  the  plans  for  the  Milton  Keynes 
Health  Service. 
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The  other  point  is  a  repetition  of  a  case  I  made  in  last  year's  Report 
for  adequate  comsumer  representation.  The  proposed  Community  Health 
Councils  will  require  vigorous  members  if  they  are  to  have  any  effect 
at  all.  As  the  Area  Health  Authority  is  not  an  elected  body,  and  half 
the  Council  will  be  members  of  this  body,  consumer  influence  will  be 
minimal. 

Staffing: 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  personnel  in 
the  department  over  the  last  year. 

In  common  with  other  local  authorities  and  some  health  services  staff, 
a  great  deal  of  extra  time  and  thought  is  being  devoted  to  reorganisation 
of  the  health  services.  In  the  environmental  health  field  the  new 
district  No.  1  has  made  substantial  progress  in  forming  recommendations 
that  should  enable  the  public  to  get  a  satisfactory  service,  reasonably 
accessible,  in  a  frame-work  that  should  be  readily  understandable. 
Although  many  important  matters  have  yet  to  be  discussed  and  decided, 
the  morale  of  the  staff  has  been  maintained  and  they  axe  optimistic  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  be  able  to  provide  a  first-class  service  with 
the  support  of  the  new  members. 


I  an. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
PETER  LAVIS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Population  . 

Number  of  inhabitnted  houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Ip  rate 


1971  1972 

6l,686  6l,686 

16,020  16,430 

5,708  5,856 

£613,692  £666,863 

£6,276.43  £6,810.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 


Legitimate  (Males)  ...  ...  . .  133 

M  (Females)  . .  .  Ill 

Illegitimate  (Males)  .  7 

”  (Females).. .  9 

Stillbirths  .  2 

Birth  Rate  Per  1,000  population  (adjusted)...  19.1 

"  "  "  »  "  (England  &  Wales)  16.0 

DEATHS 

Males  . .  83 

Females  .  82 

Death  Rate  Per  1,000  population  (adjusted)...  8.6 

"  "  "  "  "  (England  &  Wales)  11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  Per  1,000  births  ...  4.0 

"  "  "  "  "  "  (England  & 

Wales)  18.0 


115 

>42  » 3<o 

5 

6 
2 

15.7 

14.8 


112 

104 

12.2 

12.1 

31 

(8  deaths) 

17 
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SECTION  A  CONT'D 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  Etc . .  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  .  5  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  .  1  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  .  9  4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  .  -  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .  -  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  .  1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  .  9  4 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .  -  2 

Other  Endocrine  Etc.  Diseases  .  1  1 

Multiple  Sclerosis . .  .  2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . . .  1  1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . -  3 

Hypertensive  Disease  -  2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease . .  •••  36  23 

Other  Forms  of  Heart’ Disease . .  .  2  5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  11  13 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System  .  2  4 

Inf  j-Uenza  . . .  • .  •  •••  . . .  •••  •••  •••  1 

Pneumonia  . .  •  ...  14  11 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  .  4  3 

As  thma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Peptic  Ulcer  .  2  2 

Appendicitis  .  ...  ...  •••  1 

Other  Disease  of  Digestive  System  ...  ...  1  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .  1  - 

Disease  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  .  -  1 

Congenital  Anomalies  .  -  1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  Etc.  . -  2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  .  1  1 

Symptons  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  . .  1  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 1  1 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  . .  3  2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  ...  .  1  1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  112  104 
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SECTION  A  CONT'D 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

1971  1972 

Whooping  Cough  .  ...  ...  .  1 

Measles  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  49  29 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  ...  1 

Infective  Hepatitis  .  -  5 

Tuberculosis  . . . .  2  2 
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SECTION  B 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE; 

Administered  by  Bucks  County  Council.  Main  station  for  North  Bucks  is 
at  Bletchley  with  sub-station  at  Newport  Pagnell. 


HOSPITALS: 

Under  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Patients  are  generally  treated 
at  Northampton.  Out  patient  facilities  are  available  at  Wolverton  and 
31etchley.  Orthopaedic  Clinic  Newport  Pagnell,  Maternity  Unit  and 
hospital  for  chronic  sick  in  Newport  Pagnell. 


LABORATORY: 

General  Hospital,  Northampton. 


DISTRICT  NURSES/MIDNIVES/HSALTH  VISITORS 


Stationed  throughout  the  district  and  work  in  attachment.  to  General 
Practitioners. 


OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY 


226  Queensway,  Bletchley. 


CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS: 

Clinics  are  held  at  regular  intervals  at: 


Newport  Pagnell 
Castlethorpe 
Loughton 
Stoke  Goldington 

DENT.iL  CLINICS: 


Sherington 

Olney 

North  Crawley 
Shenley  Church  End 


Woburn  Sands 
Lavendon 
Haver sham 


Hans lope 

Little  Brickhill 
Bow  Brickhill 


Treatment  is  offered  to  children  and  expectant  mothers  at  Wolverton  and 
Bletchley.  In  addition  the  dentists  visit  Schools  regularly. 
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SECTION  B  CONT'D 


HEALTH  EDUCATION: 

Area  Organiser  -  Mr.  T.  Watson  at  Area  Health  Office,  Bletchley 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE: 


Administered  from  Area  Health  Office.  This  includes  arrangements  for 
examination  of  pupils  in  accordance  with  the  Education  Act  1944, 
ascertainment  of  handicap  and  arranging  appropriate  treatment.  The 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  situated  at  \tfhalley  Drive,  Bletchley,  B.C.G. 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the  schools  as 
well  as  polio,  diptheria,  tetanus  and  rubella. 


CONTRACEPTION  ADVICE: 

Weekly  clinics  held  at  Whalley  Drive  Health  Clinic  and  Fern  Grove  Health 
Centre,  Bletchley  and  Meacham  Clinic,  Wolverton  by  the  Family  Planning 
Association.  (By  appointment  tel.  Bletchley  2285). 


CYTOLOGY  CLINICS: 

Through  private  doctor  or  tel.  Area  Health  Office,  (Bletchley  4701) 
for  appointment  at  clinics  in  Wolverton,  Bletchley  and  Buckingham. 

MARRIAGE  GUIDANCE  COUNCIL : 

Interviews  held  at  Whalley  Drive  Health  Clinic.  Appointments: 
telephone  Bletchley  4^00. 


SOCIAL  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT : 
(Former  Welfare,  Mental  Health, 
Area  Officer  -  Mr.  P.  K.  Smith, 


Horae  Help,  Childrens  Department) 
tel.  Bletchley  4701 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUilST 


OP  THE  AREA 


A.  WATER 

A  good  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  over 
the  whole  of  the  Council's  area  throughout  the  year. 

W-  TER  SAMPLES 

A  total  of  134  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  samples  taken  were  froms- 


Public  Supplies  -  34 

Private  Supplies  -  15 

School  Swimming  Pools  -  30 

Other  Swimming  Pools  -  21 

Emberton  Park  Lakes  -  15 

"  "  Paddling  Pools  -  14 

"  "  River  Ouse  -  5 


Four  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  Public  Supplies  at  the 
Stoke  Goldington  Village  Supply  which  is  hand  chlorinated  and  Tyringham 
supply  -  failure  of  plant. 

There  were  15  unsatisfactory  samples  from  Private  Supplies  -  all  shallow 
wells.  Ten  of  these  samples  were  taken  during  pumping  tests  on  a  new 
well  -  before  used  as  drinking  water. 

At  the  School  Swimming  Pools  two  samples  were  unsatisfactory  -  probably 
due  to  temporary  failure  of  the  chlorination  plant. 

Six  of  the  Private  Swimming  Pool  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

EMBERTON  PARK  -  The  lakes ,  paddling  pools  and  adjoining  River  Ouse  are 
sampled  monthly  during  the  summer  season.  The  following  is  a  summary  of 
the  results 

a.  Lakes  and  River 


Date  Sample 
Taken 

-  •  ~ 

River 

A  B 

Snipe 

A 

Pool 

B 

Grebe 

A 

Lake 

B 

Frogs 

A 

■—  - - 

Hole 

B 

10.5.72 

1800+ 

1800+ 

550 

55 

50 

14 

130 

130 

31.5.72 

1800+ 

1600 

110 

110 

25 

25 

80 

17 

28.6.72 

900 

350 

80 

25 

50 

50 

79 

40 

,26.7.72 

1800+ 

1800+ 

130 

80 

25 

25 

35 

6 

(6.9.72 

1800+ 

1800+ 

900 

550 

350 

25 

900 

95 

b.  Paddling  Pools 


Date  Sample 
Taken 

Snipe  Pool 

(inlet) 

A  B 

Snipe  Pool 

(outlet) 

A  3 

Frogs  Hole 

(inlet) 

A  B 

Frogs  Hole 
Tout  let) 

A  B 

31.5.72 

28.6.72 

26.7.72 

6.9.72 

80  80 

175  110 

550  80 

170  50 

175  50 

130  130 

550  225 

80  25 

35  25 

130  50 

250  80 

35  13 

50  50 

350  350 

A  =  Coliform  Bacilli  )  Probable  Number 

B  =  Bact.  Coli  (Type  1)  )  Per  100  ml. 
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SECTION  C  CONT ' D 


A.  WATER  CONT ' D 

The  total  number  of  residential  properties  is  7, 01 7  being  6,815  houses, 
102  houses  and  shops  and  40  licensed  premises,  of  which  5*986  are 
supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains.  In  addition  the  Village  of 
Tyringham  (26  dwellings)  has  its  own  private  supply  laid  on  to  each 
property. 

Several  outlying  farms  and  cottages  also  have  their  own  private  supply 
laid  on  for  all  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  Unfortunately  records 
are  not  available  to  show  how  many  of  the  properties  are  supplied  from 
the  Board's  main  by  standpipe,  but  this  is  known  to  be  only  a  relatively 
small  number.  The  population  in  the  Rural  District  is  16,450  and  the 
estimated  population  supplied  with  main  water  from  the  Public  Main  is 
16,300. 

Total  consumption  for  the  whole  district  for  all  purposes  for  the  year 
1972  from  Grafham  (Tyringham  and  Stoke  Goldington  being  privately  owned 
and  not  measured)  :  Grafham  306,582,000  gallons. 
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SECTION  C  CONT'D 


Chemical  analysis  of  the  source  of  water  is  as  follows:- 


Sandhouse 

P.S. 

f 

_ . _ — L 

a 

0) 

Ti 

ca 

o 

rH 

-P  • 

-P  to 

d  • 

pq  o. 

(0  ' — ' 

rO 

rj  rH 

cc‘  Pi 

to  G  P-. 

d  d 
d  ^  to 
^  c- 
3  d 

o 

3!  W 

Heston 

Under wood 

P.S.  | 

Number  of  samples 

5 

5 

5 

5 

pH  value 

7.85 

7-9 

7.6 

8.0 

Colour  Hazen 

<5 

<5 

<5 

Turbidity 

0.8 

0.5 

0.7 

0.5 

Conductivity  (Micromhos/ cnr  ) 

Results  in  milligrams  per  litre 

424 

4o6 

j 

799 

695 

Ammonia  Nitrogen 

,(0.01 

0.01  1 

0.05 

0.01 

Albuminiod  Nitrogen 

<0.01 

0.01 

0.18 

0.05 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0.024 

0.025 

0.005 

0.002 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

(0.1 

(0.1 

1.5 

6. 1 

_  absorbed  from  permanganate 

2  (4  hours  at  70  C) 

0.24 

0.05 

0.05 

1.15 

Free  C0_ 

4 

4 

7 

5 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO 

Carbonate  Hardness-^ 

180 

160 

145 

140 

i3o 

160 

145 

140 

Non-CarbonatS  Hardness 

45 

45 

85 

105 

Total  Hardness 

225 

205 

250 

245 

Total  Solids  (Dried  at  l80°C) 

265 

245 

500 

400 

Calcium  as  Ca 

72 

68 

74 

87 

Magnesium  as  Mg 

10 

8 

11 

7 

Iron  as  Fe  (Total) 

0.05 

0.05 

o.o4 

0.02 

Sulphate  as  SO^ 

Chloride  as  Cl 

45 

45 

189 

155 

19 

18 

61 

40 

Fluoride  as  F 

0.27 

0.25 

o.4o 

0.2  7 

Phosphate  as  POk 

- 

- 

0.80 

- 

Silica  as  Si02 

12 

19 

5! 

5 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.1 

0.1 

0.5 

0.5 

Mineral  Constituents  as 

Hypothetical  Combinations 

(rngm/litre) 

Calcium  Carbonate 

180 

160 

145 

i4o 

Calcium  Sulphate 

NIL 

14 

54 

105 

Calcium  Chloride 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Magnesium  Sulphate 

50 

40 

55 

55 

Magnesium  Chloride 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sodium  Carbonate 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Sodium  Sulphate 

7 

4 

155 

46 

Sodium  Chloride 

5'1 

50 

101 

66 

"  Sodium  Nitrate 

(0.1 

<0.1 

9 

37 
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SECTION  C  CONT'D 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 

Existing  Sewers  and  Sewage  'Treatment  Works 

All  the  existing  sewers,  sewage  treatment  works  and  pumping  stations  in  the 
various  villages  have  been  effectively  maintained  during  the  year  and  the 
standard  of  effluent  has  been  satisfactory. 

Proposed  Sewers  and  Sewage  Treatment  ’Works 

The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  schemes  at  Little  Brickhill  and  Clifton 
Reynes/Newton  Blossomville  are  nearing  completion.  A  temporary  treatment 
works  and  a  new  system  of  foul  sewers  is  under  construction  in  the  village 
of  Milton  Keynes  to  serve  existing  and  future  development.  Detailed  plans 
are  now  being  prepared  for  the  exterr  '.on  of  Hanslope  and  Lavendon  Sewage 
Treatment  Works,  a  new  pumping  station  and  major  sewage  treatment  works  at 
Olney,  a  new  foul  and  surface  water  drainage  scheme  and  sewage  treatment 
works  at  Sherington  and  new  foul  sewerage  schemes  at  Lathbury  and  Moulsoe. 

Preliminary  consideration  is  also  being  given  to  schemes  to  serve  the 
villages  of  Astwood,  Hardmead  and  Weston  Underwood. 

Milton  Keynes  Development  Corporation  are  now  making  considerable  progress 
in  the  provision  of  new  trunk  foul  and  surface  water  sowers,  surface  water 
balancing  lakes  and  both  temporary  and  permanent  sewage  treatment  works  to 
serve  the  new  development. 

As  the  aforementioned  new  trunk  sewer  network  becomes  available,  existing 
pumping  stations  and  sewage  treatment  works  serving  various  villages  will 
be  taken  out  of  commission  and  a  connection  made  to  the  new  sewers.  The 
first  of  these  connections  will  shortly  be  made  at  Woughton. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collection  service  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  and 
collections  of  bulky  refuse  have  been  made  from  each  village  during  the 
same  period. 

The  Council  will  shortly  extend  their  weekly  service  to  include  a  small 
number  of  isolated  properties  that  do  not  receive  a  collection  at  present. 

The  new  layby  collection  service  has  proved  most  successful,  despite  the 
damage  to  litter  bins  by  vandals. 

The  new  controlled  tip  at  Ravenstone  has  been  opened,  together  with  the 
compound  for  the  reception  of  refuse  deposited  by  local  residents.  All 
refuse  from  Newport  Pagnell  Urban  District  is  now  tipped  at  the  Council’s 
Ravenstone  site. 

PAIL  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

The  weekly  pail  and  quarterly  cesspool  emptying  service  has  been  regularly 
maintained. 
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SECTION  E 


CARCASES  &  OFFAL  INSPECTED  &  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

- 

Number  inspected 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

- 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

CYSTICERCUS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

i - 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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SECTION 


UNSOUND  FOOD  SUN  RENDERED  OR  CONDEMNED 


Meat  at  shops 
Canned  meats 
Other  Canned  Foods 
Fish  (wet) 

Frozen  Foods  (cabinet  breakdown) 


Cuts.  lbs. 

1  31 

15 

4  89 

3 

1  9 


7  44 


KNACKERS  YARD 


There  is  one  Knacker's  Yard  of  new  modern  construction  fitted  with 
up-to-date  sterilization  facilities.  During  the  year  the  Yard  had 
the  following  throughput 


Cattle 

-  656 

Sheep 

-  1989 

Calves 

-  1895 

Pigs 

-  385 

Horses 

52 

Foals 

2 

Donkeys 

1 

Goats 

2 
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SECTION  F 


Prescribed  particulars  on 
the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


j 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

(1) 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2T3»4,  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

9 

1 

- 

(ii)  Factoric3not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

41 

5 

1 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises. ) 

49 

18 

O 

L. 

- 

TOTAL 

99 

24 

2 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Mo.  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 

were 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To.  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

3y  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(s.3) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

— 

i 

— 

SECTION  F  CONT'D 


2  -  Cases  in  which  D1FSCT3  'iTIHE  FOUND  (Cont'd) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 

cases 

in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Heme died 

He f erred 

To  H.i  . 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  Drainage 
of  floors  (S. 6). 

- 

- 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S . 7 ) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

. 

2 

2 

- 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

- - - - - 

— 

- 

- 1™  i — 

- - - - - L - - 

PART  VIII  0?'  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Section  133  &  13^) 


There  were  three  out-worHers  in  the  list  required  by  Section  133(1 )(c) 
engaged  in  clothing  manufacture. 


-17- 


SECTION  G 


HOUSING,  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS,  FOOD  HYGIENE  ,UND  OTHER  ANCILLARY  MATTERS 

A.  HOUSING 
Notices  : 

There  was  a  total  of  12  notices  served  under  the  Housing  Acts,  with  no 
statutory  notices  being  necessary. 

Under  the  Public  Health  ,i.cts,  28  notices  have  been  served  and  20 
nuisances  abated,  including  notices  outstanding  from  1971* 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 


During  the  year  2,388  general  and  miscellaneous  housing  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  and  associated  with  them  has  been  inspections  of 
water  supply  installations,  drainage,  refuse  disposal  and  infestation 
of  rats  and  mice,  and  requisite  action  on  each  has  been  taken. 

1972  Representations 


REPRESENTATIONS  -  14 

SUBSEQUENT 

ACTION 

Demolition  Orders 
Made 

Closing  Orders 
Made 

Undertaking 
to  Repair 

Council 

to 

Purchase 

Undertaking 
to  Repair 
Revoked 
(Rendered 
fit) 

6 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

,1971  Representations 


- — - - - - - - - - 

ACTION  DURING  1972 

Demolition  Orders  Made 

Closing  Orders  Made 

Demolition  Orders 
Suspended 

(Undertaking  to  Repair)  j 

1 

3 

9 

■'1972  Action  on  Properties  Subject  to  Demolition  Orders  other  than  above 


Demolished 

Demolition  Orders 
Revoked 

Demolition  Orders 
Suspended 

Demolition  Orders  or 
C/0  Determined 
(Made  Fit) 

2 

NIL 

1 

3 
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SECTION  G  CONT’D 


A0  HOUSING  CONT’D 
Improvement  Grants; 

The  number  of  grants  approved  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 


Particulars 

Standard  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Received 

14 

7 

77 

34 

Approved 

24 

10 

52 

19 

Refused 

— 

— 

6 

1 

Completed 

15 

7 

45 

22 

Total  Cost  of 

Completed  Grants 

£3,752.00 

£30,867.00 

Average  Grant 

per  house 

£170.54 

£460.00 

B.  FACTORIES 


All  factories  throughout  the  District  have  been  visited  during  the  year 
and  the  statistical  returns  are  shown  under  Section  F  of  this  report. 

C.  CLEAN  AIR 

A  total  of  16  notifications  of  proposed  furnaces  were  dealt  with  in 
accordance  with  Section  3,  Clean  Air  Act  1956.  All  were  approved, 
although  minor  modifications  were  required  to  six  proposals. 

Five  applications  for  approval  of  chimney  heights  under  Section  6  of  the 
1968  Act  were  received  and  all  approved  without  modification. 

Two  applications  for  approval  of  grit  and  dust  arrestation  plant  were 
received  and  approved. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  82  visits  were  made  under  the  Clean  Air 
Acts. 
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SECTION  G  CONT'D 


D.  OFFICES  t  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  number  of  premises  and  employees  in  the  District  concerned  by 
this  Act  are  set  out  below: - 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No. 

Inspected 

No.  of 

Persons 

Employed 

No.  of 

Accidents 

Reported 

Offices 

54 

34 

1378 

1 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesalers  and 

63 

63 

194 

2 

Warehouses 

Catering  Sstab.  open 

6 

6 

37 

1 

to  Public 

17 

17 

96 

- 

Fuel  Depots 

— 

m 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

120 

120 

1705* 

4 

Total  males  employed  -  821  Total  females  employed  -  974 

Total  number  of  visits  under  the  Act  -  295 
*  Includes  30  persons  employed  in  canteens 
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SECTION  G  CONT'D 


D .  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1965  CONT'D . 

The  total  of  General  Inspections  included  a  large  office  complex, 
occupied  by  a  development  organisation.  Four  days  were  required 
to  complete  the  inspection  including  1-jJ-  days  spent  on  a  compr  uiensive 
Noise  Level  Survey  in  a  prototype  building.  The  whole  organisation, 
employing  some  600  people,  includes  design  staff,  model  making  workshops, 
large  multi -lith  printing  machines  and  inward  and  outward  mail  handling 
and  registry  offices. 

Overcrowding  was  noted  in  one  department,  not  on  account  of  the  minimum 
floor  area  per  person  not  being  available,  but  by  cramming  into  the  area 
large  filing  systems.  The  occupiers  had  overlooked  Section  5(1)  of  the 
Act  and  it  was  subsequently  agreed  with  the  Management  that  a  minimum 
of  300cu.  ft.  of  free  air  space  would  De  allowed  to  each  person.  The 
Department  has  been  rehoused,  the  agreed  standards  now  operating  and  the 
problem  solved. 

Ammonia  fumes  given  off  during  plan  printing  gave  rise  to  health  hazards 
in  and  around  the  centrally  sited  printing  room.  It  was  found  that 
although  the  machine  was  adequately  vented,  ammonia  fumes  arose  from  plans 
awaiting  collection  especially  if  the  drying  out  process  was  incomplete. 
Additional  extractors  have  been  installed  to  overcome  this  hazard. 

A  large  open  plan  office  had  a  centrally  sited  mezzanine  floor,  the 
employees  on  this  floor  complained  of  noise.  The  ground  floor  area  is 
sub-divided  by  padded  screens  A'  6"  high,  which  effectively  reduce  lateral 
noise  transmission.  The  height  of  the  building  is  15'  0"  and  the  mezzanine 
floor  8*  6"  above  ground  floor  level.  The  ceiling  is  of  corrugated  metal, 
construction  reflecting  sound  easily.  Sound  level  meter  readings  indicated 
that  the  troublesome  noise  was  reflected  from  the  ceiling  to  the  mezzanine 
floor.  The  reflected  noise  did  not  appear  to  reach  the  ground  floor.  The 
mezzanine  floor  has  been  evacuated. 

The  design,  layout  and  operation  of  the  model  making  rooms  left  much  to  be 
desired  in  regard  to  safety  and  ventilation.  The  occupiers  were  advised 
that  action  could  have  been  taken  under  Section  22  of  the  Act.  A  new 
building  is  to  be  built  to  house  this  section. 

The  experienced  derived  from  the  above  detailed  General  Inspection  will  prove 
invaluable  when  dealing  with  other  similar  complex  units  already  in  the  area 
and  also  those  under  construction. 

Although  some  employers  tend  to  provide  only  the  minimum  amenities  no 
instance  has  been  noted  where  the  facilities  provided  warrant  special 
mention.  One  problem  which  does  recur  is  the  need  to  ensure  that  amenities 
are  properly  maintained.  Light  fittings  are  especially  prone  to  neglect 
and  it  is  surprising  on  inspection  the  number  of  V/.C.  lights  which  have 
'just  fused  this  morning'  J.' 

With  regard  to  Section  22  this  has  not  been  invoked  by  reference  to  The 
Courts,  but  occupiers  have  been  advised  of  the  powers  available  to  the 
Council,  and  a  satisfactory  result  achieved. 
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SECTION  G  CONT'D 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL) 


NSGUL  'VTIONS  19  60 


CATERGORY 

(Q 

O 

U 

°tl 

•  V 

£  ft. 

T) 

O 

•P 

O 

o 

PJ 

a 

•H 

CO 

o 

<M  CO 

•  6 

£  U 

.  to 

<o  -p 

rl 

CO 

( — 1  -rt 

Ctf  > 

-P 

O  'H 

CJ  ^ 

No.  of  premises 

fitted  to  comply 

v/ith  Reg.  16 

No.  of  premises  to 

which  Reg.  19 

applies. 

No.  of  premises 

fitted  to  comply 

with  Reg.  19 

Bakers 

5 

3 

9 

~y 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers 

8 

8 

91 

8 

8 

8 

Canteens  (School) 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Canteens  (Other) 

20 

20 

31 

20 

20 

20 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

26 

2 

2 

2 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

Grocers 

41 

41 

167 

41 

41 

41 

Greengrocers 

5 

5 

83 

5 

5 

5 

Restaurants  &  Cafes 

22 

22 

52 

22 

22 

22 

Wholesalers 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Food  Premises 

14 

14 

51 

14 

14 

14 

Licensed  Clubs 

5 

5 

4 

5 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

45 

43 

79 

43 

43 

43 

Sweets  &  Confectionery 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Chemists 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

197 

197 

638 

197 

19  7 

j 

197 

■1-.  —  — 

The  number  of  visits  to  food  premises  was  less  than  in  previous  years. 
This  was  due  to  pressure  of  other  work. 

The  catering  facilities  offered  at  the  47  Licensed  Houses  and  Clubs  may 
be  analysed  as  follows :- 


Separate  dining  rooms  and  full  meals  -  11 
Grills  at  bars  and  counters  -  9 
Snacks  and  Sandwiches  -  22 
No  catering  -  6 


The  facilities  provided  for  the  preparation  of  food  were  found  adequate 
for  the  type  of  catering. 

The  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
are  :- 


Preparation  of  Food  -  8 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  -  47 

TOTAL:  55 
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SECTION  G  CONI’ D 


FOOD  CONTROL  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 


General  inspections  revealed  many  changes  in  occupancy  and  the 
new  Proprietors  having  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  food  trades. 
This  trend  isparticularly  noticeable  in  the  small  Tillage  Stores 
where  the  old  family  business  is  being  superceded  by  a  husband 
and  wife;  the  husband  following  a  separate  occupation,  leaving 
the  wife  to  look  after  the  shop. 

The  shop  is  usually  clean  and  tidy  but  elementary  points  of 
food  hygiene  and  stock  handling  are  not  observed  due  to  lack  of 
experience.  The  proper  handling  of  frozen  foods  is  a  common 
failing,  stock  rotation  and  temperature  control  being  the  main 
areas  of  neglect.  Meat  pies,  cooked  meats  and  similar  foods  are 
prone  to  mishandling.  The  lack  of  knowledge  of  manuf acturer ’ s 
codes  is  a  common  source  of  trouble  and  coupled  with  over 
ordering  surplus  can  lead  to  difficulties.  Another  common  fault 
is  to  spotlight  frozen  food  cabinets  using  high  voltage  lamps. 

The  summer  temperatures  are  often  well  abo re  the  optimum. 

It  appears  ironical  that  to  drive  a  motor  car  one  has  to  possess 
a  licence,  pass  a  test  and  notify  authorities,  but  to  open  a 
food  shop  -  just  nothing.  Unsound  food  can  be  a  killer  as  well 
as  the  motor  car. 

The  need  to  notify  an  authority  was  further  highlighted  by  a 
trader  in  an  open  market  selling  rusted  and  dented  cans  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  at  reduced  prices.  This  practice  ceased  after 
warning.  Regular  inspection  at  the  market  concerned,  brought  this 
to  light.  Notification  would  have  prevented  it. 

One  report  of  a  mouldy  pie  was  investigated  and  arose  out  of  a 
human  error  in  the  manufacturer's  chain  of  control. 
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SECTION  G  CONT ' D 


BRUCELLOSIS 


No  samples  were  taken  under  this  heading  during  the  year. 


LICENCES  AND  REGISTRATIONS 


The  following  Licences  and  Registrations  (not  referred  to  elsewhere)  are 
also  controlled  by  the  Public  Health  Department 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtermen 

Caravan  sites 

Petroleum 

Game  Dealers 

Milk  Retailers 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Pet  Shops 


No.  Visits 


3 

1 

9 

9 

63 

2 

31 

9 

2 


7 

5 

170 

125 

2 

4 

3 

9 


Petroleum  tanks  which  had  been  installed  for  20  years  were  tested 
accordingly. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


A  full  time  Rodent  Officer  is  employed.  Domestic  premises  are  treated 
free  of  charge  and  contracts  for  inspection  and  treatment  are  arranged 
with  the  occupiers  of  farms  and  business  premises  if  desired. 

Premises  Surveyed 


Domestic 

- 

305 

Local  Authority 

58 

Farms 

- 

227 

Business 

- 

224 

Total: 

OO  I 

£  1 

Treatments 

Rats 

Mice 

Domestic 

116 

54 

Local  Authority 

30 

— 

Farms 

109 

15 

Business 

75 

47 

Total:  330  116 


As  a  public  service  a  large  number  of  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  if  they 
were  accessible  without  having  to  resort  to  ladder  work. 


PETER  LAVIS. 


